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Dear members, 

I’d like to start by thanking everyone who helped organise and run our recent radiothon, and a huge thank-you to those who donated to the 
organisation. With your support, we were able to raise an enviable amount that will go a long way to making a positive impact on the lives 
of those in our care. 
As we look forward now to the rest of the year, we are starting the planning process to convert the head office at 12 Showers Street in 
Preston, to premises offering long-term supported accommodation. This is a big step but will enable us to take our great operating model 
and extend our ability to service more people in need of quality care.  To do this, we need to vacate the current head office and relocate to 
a different premises. The committee has started looking at alternative sites that will be fit for purpose and allow AGAPI to expand as its 
strategic plans are mobilised.  As we embark on this journey, we will be looking to you, our members, as well as the broader community for 
support, and information will be communicated to you as we make key decisions, with an opportunity for you to provide feedback. All going 
to plan, the converted premises should be up and running in the earlier months of next year. 
The other item of importance to note (and I’m sure most of you are aware) is that AGAPI Care Inc is turning 30 this year. There is a lot to 
celebrate, and so we will be taking this opportunity to organise a Gala dinner to mark the occasion. More details will follow as we firm them 
up, but at the moment it’s looking likely to be in early September. 
I look forward to your continued support and feedback. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Michael Sakellaris 
President 
 

 Radiothon 2017 

   

On Sunday the 7 May 2017 the AGAPI Care 3XY Radiothon broadcasted live at 12 Showers St, Preston was a great success due to the 
continuous support and generous contributions from the listeners of 3XY Radio Hellas, our sponsors, our members, the Greek Orthodox 
Community, Greek Elderly Citizens Clubs, and the wider community. 
 
The Radiothon began at 11:00am with donations from two of our major sponsors – the Nafsika Stamoulis Foundation and the Cretan 
Brotherhood Melbourne, which concluded at 12 midnight. 
 
The Radiothon raised more than $50,000 and donations are still flowing through.  Donations will help convert the offices at 12 Showers 
St Preston to a long-term supported accommodation home.   

This could not have been accomplished without the hard work and invaluable support of management, staff and their families, clients, 
carers and volunteers. 

A special thank you to - Evie Liolios, Voula Malapanis, Harry Heretakis, Sophie Liolios, Gina Asimoglou, Angela Pilipasidis, Mary Galanakis, 
Petr Malapanis, Kyrie Herekakis and the Cretan musicians Sifis Marakis and Nektarios Vounakis. 
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Since mid-2016, AGAPI Care has been supporting families and clients in the Northern region of Victoria in their transition to the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS). Families in the Eastern region will start to transition across to the NDIS this year and AGAPI Care has 
organised information sessions for those families throughout. Please call the office on 94169768 to register your interest and attendance.  
 
Previous information sessions have been well attended, families and participants were engaged, and questions about the NDIS flowed with 
many families commenting that it was the first NDIS session they had attended where “it finally made sense”.  
AGAPI Care has received many questions from families about their existing services once they receive their NDIS plan.  AGAPI Care has 
assured clients and families that once you receive your NDIS funding, and if you decide you want to keep using our services, all you need to 
do is contact us. 

It is important to note that when you receive your NDIS plan, it is already active and you need to start using it straight away. This is because 
any funding you previously received will finish from the date your NDIS plan is approved. 

If you want to continue using AGAPI Care for your supports, please let us know you have an approved plan so we can set up a new service 
agreement with you. You can then start receiving your NDIS supports right away.  

You can set up your NDIS supports with AGAPI Care by calling 94160768 or by emailing petrm@agapicare.org.au 

Mary Gakopoulos 
Executive Director 

 

 When Will The NDIS Rollout For Me? 

• 1 November 2017: Inner Eastern Melbourne 
Boroondara, Manningham, Monash, Whitehorse 

• 1 November 2017: Outer Eastern Melbourne 
Knox, Maroondah, Yarra Ranges 

• 1 March 2018: Hume Moreland 

 

 

 

• 1 April 2018: Bayside Peninsula 
Bayside, Frankston, Glen Eira, Kingston, Mornington 
Peninsula, Port Phillip, Stonnington 

• 1 September 2018: Southern Melbourne 
Cardinia, Casey, Greater Dandenong 

 
AGAPI Care will be organising information sessions to assist clients and their families who are transitioning to the NDIS.  Information 
will be sent out over the next few months. 

 
As a part of AGAPI Care’s continued focus on collaborative support of people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds to transition to the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS), our Manager Client Services and Partnerships was invited to speak at the 2017 NDS Victorian State 
Conference regarding issues faced by these clients and their service providers within the NDIS framework. The conference was focused on exploring 
the realities, risks and opportunities of delivering change and creating great outcomes for both participants and service providers. 

 Client Spotlight 

AGAPI Care has supported people with a range of disabilities over 
the last 30 years. For the last 10 months we have had a very 
direct hand in supporting a person with Down syndrome move 
from crisis accommodation to their ‘forever home’.  

Elizabeth was initially introduced to AGAPI Care when her 
parents passed away and her cousins could not longer continue 
to support her in their home. AGAPI Care responded to a 
departmental need for crisis accommodation and welcomed 
Elizabeth to the AGAPI family. Elizabeth was described by her 
case manager as being pretty easy-going, very present and very 
aware with a cheeky sense of humour. 

"The big thing about Elizabeth is that she likes to have fun," says 
the House Supervisor, Dina. "She really likes people and being 
where people are.  

"Elizabeth came to us with a lot of grief which she has been 
supported to accept and address.” Says Dina,  “She's got a great 
curiosity about the world, and many plans for herself, including 
getting a boyfriend and getting married. Elizabeth is a social 
person with an interest in her community. Often it doesn't 
matter where she goes, as long as she's there with other people - 
she gains a lot from social interactions that are offered by AGAPI 
Care". 

 

Elizabeth has been supported to move from a place of grief and 
uncertainty to a place of hope for a bright future. The department has 
worked tirelessly to secure permanent accommodation for her and 
Elizabeth transitioned to her home with the full support of staff and 
friends that she has made while with AGAPI Care. 

The introduction of the National Disability Insurance Scheme will no 
doubt play an important role is supporting people with Down 
syndrome lead an ordinary life and access the same community, 
education and employment opportunities as all Australians, and 
AGAPI Care is committed to realise such positive outcomes for all our 
clients. 
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The Gala Ball will take place on 23 September 2017 at L'unica Reception on 

Parkville. 
 

Information regarding the Gala Ball will be sent to you shortly. 
 
 

 

AGAPI Care was represented by Ms Petr Malapanis - Manager Client Services & 

Partnerships, at the recent NDS State Conference 2017  
 
Petr Malapanis was part of a special panel that addressed ‘Cultural considerations by those working with Indigenous and Culturally and 
linguistically Diversity (CALD) communities as they transition to the NDIS’. 
 

 
  

Gala Ball 2017 
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